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by Tracy Tallman
Jonny Del’ Art Studio
354 Esplanade, Royal Palm Place, Boca Raton, 561/503-6739

The owner: Brazil native Jonatas Chimen knew he was destined to become an artist long before his first brushstroke at age 12. “My father is a musician, and my grandmother is a painter, so I grew up around a lot of art,” says Chimen, 26. His artistic family history inspired the Fort Lauderdale resident to open Jonny Del’ Art—an art studio and café/lounge—in 2007.

What to expect: Chimen teaches aspiring artists (or those in search of a hobby) how to draw, paint and master their artistic expression. Two-hour lessons (purchased in groups of four or more) are available to all skill levels and range from oil and acrylic painting to pastel and charcoal drawing. “I want to give people the skills to paint or draw whatever they want.”

What’s inside: The space—designed much like an artist’s studio—holds a collection of easels, canvases and paints (materials included in membership fee). Chimen’s own artwork, ranging from classic realism to fine contemporary art, also is on display. In the back café/lounge area, visitors drink coffee, paint privately or engage in a poetry reading or jazz presentation. Guitar, arts and crafts and mosaic lessons also are held in the lounge.

Why you should go: “We try to keep [the classes] on a personal level,” Chimen says of the sessions, which never exceed 10 students. “I want people to talk and have a good time. It’s not just about painting; we all become friends.”


Visit jonnydelart.com for upcoming performances, class schedules, pricing and information on the studio’s after-school art program (available to children 6 and older).
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