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By Disne Feen

onatas Silva Chimen likes to keep things real. His canvases play host to
objects that are often found in your linen closet, yet you would never

know that at first glance.

nd tha’s the way this young artist wants it. He wants to show you the
beauty of the ordinary with the infusion of the extraordinary. He wants
you to swoon over a canvas filled with vases and jars but he doesn’t want
you to forsake the diamond patterned shawl that sits nearby. He also
wants to show you what life was like in 19th century Portugal or Spain,
but he won’t impose his history on you.

That’s a pretty daring feat — but it is well known that Chimen is up to the
task. He has studied the masters (Salvador Dali and Leonardo DaVinci) and
has been guided by some of the greats in classical European art. But it was
his family tree that really lit the flame of passion in this young man’s soul.

“When I was three years old my father would draw funny animals such as
smiling alligators and sharks. He taught me to draw characters and he
bought me art tools. My grandmother was a good impressionist painter and

my grandfather was a sculpror,” said the 26-year old Brazilian-born artist.

Because of his artistic bloodline it should come as no surprise that
Chimen spent most of his childhood school days doodling with crayons
and paper. But what is surprising is that his teachers actually admired the
work rather than punished him for straying a bit off the educational track.

“When I was in middle school I would sit in math class, science class and
most other classes, and draw. At first my teachers gor mad but when they
saw what I was drawing they sent my work to local newspapers.” It wasn't
long before Chimen’s drawings were featured in newspapers, magazines
and art galleries around Brazil.
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He also studied fine arc at the Bosque dos Buritis Art Institute — and
received recognition from the Institute Are Vernissage. Edgar Franco, an
internationally-known illustrator and writer was another of Chimen’s
teachers. While he was soaking up the culture of his ancestors (Portugal
and Spain), Jonatas' family took a geographical turn toward the U.S. Papa
Emerson and Mama Miriam packed up the family and moved them to

Weston, Florida from their hometown of Brasilia.

It was in Weston that Chimen honed his craft and delved deeper into the
intricacies of Renaissance art and Spanish Realism. “I was the first student
at the Art Institute of Weston and then I started teaching Spanish realism
there as well,” explained Chimen.

There are other reasons that this young man is so enamored with the clas-
sical style of Spanish realism. “I am trying to give viewers a peck into the
real heritage of the Brazilian people, many of whom were descendents of
the first Portuguese settlers,” he said. It is because of that mission statement
that many of Chimen’s paintings are filled with the historical references of
his people. There are blankets in ethnic printed hues of gold, greens, red
and blue with embroidery and metallic trim; there are scenes of old world
pottery draped inconspicuously with a blue and white tallit; and there are
musical instruments that stand regally aside the tapestries of the old world.

That's what makes this master crafter such an artistic genius. He uses light
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what is often hidden from the conscious mind.
And there is a thyme and reason for this classical
style that plays on color the way a piano key
plays on sound.

“Our style is different from that in the U.S.,”
said Chimen. “I use a technique called under-
painting. First I do a sketch on the canvas and
then I apply siennas over it. A rag is then used to
clean off the paint to create shades of light and
darkness. Then I apply color and it gives the

painting an ancient look.”

Because he wants to pass on this ancient artistic
legacy, Chimen started an art school in Boca
Raton called The Art Studio. It is there that young
and old come to learn the ways of the traditional
European painters. And it seems his students are as
excited about learning this craft as is their teacher.

“Jonatas has a gift for teaching in a way that lets
the student discover what to do and how to
improve his skills. T love the time I spend in his
studio. I am always learning and growing as an
artist, which allows me to enjoy my own paint-
ing even more,” said Eliane Harvey, a doctor’s
assistant who attends classes at The Art Studio.
If you want to get a glimpse of Chimen's paintings
you can see them hanging on the walls at Eleven
Eleven Art Gallery in Royal Palm Place. It is there
you will see “The Essence of Safarad,” which has a

violin and pottery sitting on top of an elaborate
cloth of many colors. You will also see “Play the
Song of Songs,” a vignette of musical history fea-
turing a mandolin, opera mask and brocade tapes-
try. If you look closely you will see the Hebrew
National Anthem printed on the sheet music.

Not only are Chimen’s paintings well represented
on the walls of this new upbeat gallery space, but
they are commanding impressive prices ($3,000 to
$35,000). But that’s not surprising given the talent
of this introspective and respectful young man.

“Jonatas’ work instills in the viewer a dynamic
sense of the gilded age of the European
Renaissance. His colors are interwoven with the
brilliance of his authentic Sephardic Brazilian
heritage. He exhibits the rare traits of an artist

whose career will undoubtedly reach interna-
tional fame. He is the most gifted of artists seen
and presented at the Eleven Eleven Art Gallery,”
said Elisete Martins Baldwin, owner of the

gallery.

Not a bad accomplishment for a 26-year old fel-
low. But then again, he is not just any fellow. His
philosophy runs deeper than most.

“Art is the only medium capable of immortalizing
one’s innermost emotions, thoughts, and ideals.
Whether you write, dance or play music, your
emotions are recorded throughout time.” O

To view Chimen’s art, visit Eleven Eleven Gallery at 300
Esplanade at 51 in Royal Palm Place in Boca Raton.
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