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Judaica art show to feature Catholic artist

April 20, 2010|By David A. Schwartz, Staff Writer

In one painting Rabbi Ruvi New of the Chabad of East Boca Raton stands on the beach during a "blessing of the sun" service.

Another painting shows the rabbi inside the Eldridge Street synagogue on Manhattan's lower east side.

A young mother in a traditional home lights the Shabbat candles as her sons watch intently in another painting.
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"I saw the work and I was blown away," said New. "It's very alive and it's very alluring. It draws you in."

The Judaica artist, Harry McCormick, is Catholic.

McCormick, the son of a Jewish mother and a Catholic father, said he feels the "Jewishness" in the scenes. "I don't know where it comes from," the 68-year-old artist who has been painting for almost 50 years, said.

On Thursday at 7 p.m., the Harry McCormick Judaica Collection of more than 20 oil paintings will be available for sale and auction at The Pavillion, 301 Yamato Road in Boca Raton.

The show, which will commemorate Chabad of East Boca's 10th anniversary and raise money for a new synagogue, will also feature more than 20 pieces of Judaica sculpture by Boca Raton artist Yaacov Heller, the paintings of young Brazilian artist Jonatas DaSilva and the work of artist and scribe Rabbi Eliezer Reiner of New York.

Jewelers Anny Stern, David Rosenberg, Jewels in Time and Le Bijoux will also have pieces for sale and auction.

Heller said he has never seen anything like McCormick's Judaica paintings. "He's a true artist, not a salesman," he said.

McCormick, who lives in West Boca Raton and paints for up to five hours a day, said the sale and auction was called off several times. "The steam went out of me," he said. "It started to develop and I went back on to doing Jewish subjects."

He said New invited him to the shul and he took several classes with the rabbi. "He kind of took me under his wing," McCormick said.

"I was inspired by Harry's work, his odyssey and spiritual journey," New said.

